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known that he was in earnest, and in the few months left to
him of life, he did what Pitt had failed to do in fifteen years
of office. He carried two Acts, one forbidding the employ-
ment of British seamen, ships, or capital in the foreign slave
trade; the other forbidding the employment in the colonial
slave trade of any shipping not already engaged in it, and he
carried through both Houses of Parliament a resolution
pledging Parliament to proceed with all practicable expedi-
tion to the total abolition of the British slave trade; a
resolution carried into full effect next year. In his speech
on that motion he made that often quoted declaration, which
is perhaps his most fitting epitaph. " So fully am I im-
pressed with the vast importance and necessity of attaining
what will be the object of my motion this night, that if
during the almost forty years that I have had the honour of
a seat in parliament, I had been so fortunate as to accom-
plish that, and that only, I should think I had done enough,
and could retire from public life with comfort and the
conscious satisfaction that I had done my duty."1
1 Speechesi vol. vi. p. 659,